
Champions Return to Christchurch 

 

The defending champions will have their work cut out at this weekend’s Frontrunner Christchurch Marathon. 

 

While the national marathon championship will take centre 
stage at the 41st Frontrunner Christchurch Marathon this 
Sunday, it is the Half Marathon that could produce the 
hardest fought race of the day. 
 
Local favourite Oska Inkster-Baynes will defend his 2021 
title. But he’ll be up against two men who have run faster 
over every distance from 800m to the half marathon. 
 
Inkster-Baynes (31) is the only person to have ever done the 
triple in Christchurch, winning the 10k in 2015, the half 
marathon in 2016 and 2021 and the full marathon in 2019. 
But there is no getting away from the fact that the man to 
beat in 2023 is Tauranga’s Julian Oakley. 
 
Oakley has won national titles over every distance from 
1500m to 10,000m and owns a half marathon PB of 63min 
49secs that is 61secs faster than Inkster-Baynes. Nelson’s 
Harry Dixon is also faster than the defending champion over 
the 21.1k, with a 64min 25sec best. 
 
With Oakley having once run a 3:55 mile, both Inkster-Baynes 
and Dixon will be wanting a fast pace from the gun in the 
hope of taking the sting out of Oakley’s finish speed. This 
could make it a race of attrition that might give the likes of 
often overlooked local, Chris Dryden (who has finished third 
and fourth in the last two half marathons), an opportunity to 
pick up the pieces.  

Oska Inkster-Baynes 

 

Intriguingly, the women’s half marathon promises to play out 
in much the same way. Defending champion Katherine Camp 
(Chch) is lining up again but will face two women with faster 
best times in Wellington’s Sarah Drought and Auckland’s 
Annika Pfitzinger.  
 
Pfitzinger (30) has the best half marathon time in the field 
of 1hr 15min 58secs, followed by Drought (35) at 1hr 17min 
06secs and Camp (31) at 1hr 18min 31secs. But Camp is a 
middle-distance specialist with national titles over both 
800m and 1500m, so if the local favourite can stay with the 
pace of the two endurance specialists no one would bet 
against her in the final kilometre.  
 
“With so much focus on the national marathon 
championship, it’s great to see the half marathon shaping up 
so well too,” says race director Chris Cox.  
 
“We work hard to make the Frontrunner Christchurch 
Marathon New Zealand’s premier road race,” says Cox. “So 
having good fields across every distance and being able to 
attract former winners again and again is confirmation of the 
stature of this event.”  
 
Starting at 7:30am on Sunday, the 41st Frontrunner 
Christchurch Marathon will feature a new course that starts 
and finishes at Hagley Park. As well as the feature full 
marathon and half marathon distances, there is a 10km fun 
run and the Kids’ Mara’Fun over 1km, 2km or 3km.  
 
“Forty-one years ago, this event had just over 1000 runners 
on the start line,” says Cox. “Tomorrow it will have just on 
4000, which for us is confirmation of how much the event 
still inspires Christchurch, and New Zealand for that 
matter.” 
 
Late entries can be made at the pre-race registration at The 
Colombo mall on Colombo Street on Friday 12noon to 5pm 
and Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm.  
More Information at: www.christchurchmarathon.co.nz. 
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